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own money and I believe it would be a
great step forward because they would
have to trade with this portion of the
State. I agree, however, that we should
be careful that they do not come here to
compete in an already glutted labour mnar-
ket. Probably some arrangemcient can be
mnade with those people that if they leave
the North they will have to go overseas.

The Mlinister for Mines: Where would
they go?

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: Is the Minister
aware that those people have passports for
a period of only 12 months?

The Minister for Mines: But where
would they gol

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: To the country
whence they came,

lit' Minister for Mines: Could they do
that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If they know that
they cannot get a home elsewhere, and that
it is a condition of their coming to this
country that they stay in the North, I he-
liere they will remnain there.

The Minister for 'Mines: I believe you
are right.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think we
need take that point, hut anyhow the Min-
ister himself has provided an answer.

Mr. Holman: What about the migrants
who went to Darwin?

Hon. Q. G. LATHAM: I must confess I
have not been to Darwin and I do not
know anything about those migrants,
though I believe there were some people
settled in the southern part of the Terri-
tory. I hope the Government will give this
matter serious consideration. I believe
there are great possibilities in the North,
and certainly those people who settle there
will be able to provide most of their own
food requirements. When they reach the
stage of having an export surplus, their
problem will be something like the one
confronting us. I hope the Government
will give the matter serious consideration,
because I believe those migr~ants will make
good Australians. If the first generation
does not, the second generation will, and
I believe sueh a settlement will provide the
population of which this country stands
in so much ineed.

T give the Government the assurance that
members on this side of the House will ex-
pedite all legislation that is in the interests
of the people of the State. We reserve to

ourselves the right to criticise any Govern-
ment proposal and wve reserve to ourselves
the right to tell the Government where it
might be wrong in introducing party legis-
lation that is not in the interests of the
State as a whole. Any assistance that we
can give to encourage the development of
secondary industries wvill be given, but su,:-
cess in this direction depends upon the
loyalty of the people. Admittedly it is dif-
ficult to get loyalty when the matter affects
o:.e's pocket, and when one has to pay Id.
or 2d, more for a local article, though pos-
sibly of a little better quality. I hope the
Minister will be successful in his campaign
because it is essential in a State like Western
Australia, and there are great possibilities
where the population is dense enough. If
the Government desires our assistance in the
mutter of legislation, or in any other direc-
tion that will further the interests of the
State, I hope it will call upon us.

On motion by Mr. Nlecidham, debate ad-
journed.

House tedjozrned ait 7.54 p.m.
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The PRESIDEN1 T took the Chair sat 4.30
p~m., and read prayers.

QUSSTION-AGRhICULTURAL BANE.

Disease in Dairy Cows.

Hon. H. TUCKEY asked the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, Is the Government aware that in
October last the Agricultural Bank sold by
auction at Sabina Yale a number of dairy
cows concerning -which it refused a guaran-
tee of freedom from the disease known as
contagious abortion? 2, That as a result of
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such sale the disease was introduced to a
dairy farm that for the previous fifteen
years had been free from contagious abor-
tion? 3, Will the Minister for Agriculture
take such steps as will definitely prevent a
recurrence of such action-?

The HONORARY MEIiSTER (for the
Chief Secretary) replied: 1, The Agricul-
tural Bank did not sell cows at Sabina YVale
stock depot in October last. 2 and 3,
Answered by No. 1.

COMMITTEES rOR, THE SESSION.
Onl motion by the Honorary Minister,

Sessional Committees were appointed as fol-
lows:

Standing Ordrers.-The President, the
Chief Secretary, Hon. J. Cornell, Eon. C. F.
Baxter, and Hion. J. Nicholson.

Librory.-The President, lRon. C. F. Bax-
ter-, and Hon, G. Fraser.

Printing.-The President, Hon. E. H.
Gray, and Hon. W. J1. Mann.

Joint Honse.-The President, Hon. J.
Cornell, Ron. E. 11. Gray, Hon. V. Earners-
ley, and Hcn. G. W. Miles.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000.
Standing Ordersq Suspension.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, re-
Solved:-

That so mnuch of the Standing Orilers be
suspended as is necessary to enable a Supply
Bill to pass through all stages at one sitting.

Seconzd Reading.
THE HONORARY IWWISTER (Hon. E.

H. Gray-West) [4.351 in moving the sec-
ond readin,~ said: This is the usual Bill to
provide Supply with which to finance the
State's operations pending the passing of
the Estimates. The Budget is now ;i thbe
course of preparation, and will be pr-ente'l
to Parliament at an early date. Thes total
amnount sought under this Bill is £2,500,006,
the same as that approved for the fir-,, three
months of last year. The allocation. is ai
folluows:-

Consolidated Reveowe Fund
General Loan Fund
Treasurer's Advance

Total

f
1l,7550,000

450,000
300,000

92,500,000

Compared with the corresponding fig-ures
for last year there is an increase of £50,000
in the amount requested under the heading
of Consolidated Revenue Fund, and a de-
crease of £50,000 under the heading of
General Loan Fund. The actual expendi-
ture from Consolidated Revenue Fund for
the first three months of the last financial
year was £1,734,193 exclusive of expenditure
under Special Acts (such as interest, sink-
ing fnnd contributions, etc.). This is ap-
proximately the amaount we are askiug for
under the same heading in this Bill, The
expenditure from General Loan Fund is ex-
pected to average £:150,000 a month.

The customary amount of £:300,000, re-
quested for Treaurer's Advance, is to
cover expenditure which for the time being
cannot be charged against either Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund or Gencral Loan Fund,
or otherwvise cleared. Last year's opeta-
tions on the Consolidated Revenue Fund
resulted in a deficit of £C220,442, or
£C201,096 more than the estimated deficit of
£19,346. This increase was attributable to
decreased revenue and increased expen di-
tore in respect of the Railways. Compared
with thle original estimate, revenue from
this instrumentality declined by £213,087,
mainly as a result of the failure of wheat
and timber freightings to realise expecta-
tion, while at the same time expenditure
increased by £116,677. Excluding tliL'e4
figures, however, there was a net imp rove-
luent in the estimates, in respect of all othc-c
items, of £129,568, revenue being £1I24,556
in excess of the estimates, and expenditure
down £5,012. I move-

That the Bill. be flow read a second time.

HON. S, CORNELL (South) 14.40]: I
s;hall not oppose the second reading of the
Bill but intend to take advantage of the
opportunity to make one or two pointed re-
ferencesg to action necessary in the South
Province, particularly in the Norseman
and IRavensthorpe disticts. Ever since the
revival of mining at Norseinan, the district
hais expanded, I advise everyv member whio
has iiot been to Norsemnan recently to visit
that centre. Those who adopt my sugges-
tion will be astounldefl. In less than four
years the population has increased from
'250 or 31J9 to 5,000. From the inception
t'I this rapid growth of population, the
inn rieriate school facilities have been the
hUgh 'or of the local people. Notwithstand-
ing that fact, the officials of the Educa-
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tion Department are hmost as far behind
as .-ver in overtaking requirements. Re-
cently the M1inister for Railways (Ron. E.
N'ulsen), who is also the member for the
district, and I visited Norseman and several
proposals were submitted to us with . the
object of getting over the difficulty. One
was to remove the Grasspatch school to
N(rsenian, which would provide some addi-
tional accommodation. The position at.
Norseman is that there are more children
under school age than there are at present
attending the school, and there are 380
pupils now. M1embers, will recognise the
urgent necessity for an adequate school
building being constructed. We may -well
ask ourselves why the Government should
hesitate and why it cannot find money for
a new school at Norseman, whereas on the
eve of an election it could find money for
technical schools and a high school in the
metropolitan area.

Hon. V. Hamersley: That is the rEame
of it all.

Hon. J. CORNELL: To indicate the
faith that the people of Norseman have in
their district, the Western Mining Corpora-
tion is sinking the Ajax shaft to a depth
of 2,SO0ft., involving the expenditure of
£10)0,000. before opening up at thc 2,200ft.
level. The other institution at Norseman
to which I desire to direct the attention of
the Minister, who knows the position be-
cause he has been to the district, is the local
gaol.

Ron. A. Thomson: Has he been there
Hon. J. CORNELL: I think the Minister

has been in the gaol, although he was a
,willing entrant. The Norseman gaol is a
public disgrace, and 'hashben so for a
long time. It is wide open to the view
of children who pass on their way to
school. There is no exercise yard, nor are
there any sanitary conveniences. The ser-
geant of police has to act as the sanitary
officer. The M1inister for Railways and I
inspected the premises and agreed that they
constitute a public disgrace. They were
not fit to accommodate a dog, let alone a
human being under any conditions. The
local health authorities intimated that they
'would refuse to allow the place to be used
for the purpose required and justices of
the peace said they would refuse to remand
men or commit individuals to the gaol. The
building is 40 years old. Some members
mna) ask: "If the gaol was good enough

[3]

in the old days, why is it not good enough
nowV' The reply to that is that in the
earlier days men were not incarcerated in
the gaol, apart from those suffering from
the horrors due to the over-indulgence in
drink. Those who have any knowledge of
the early days on the goldfields are aware
that at that period -very feci persons were
ever committed to prison.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In those days they
had too little money to indulge in th4
horrors.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The President can
inform the hon, member that one doc-
tor at _Norseman suffered from the hor-
rors and certified that everyone else was
insane, with tho, result that another doctor
had to be brought in to certify that the
local doctor was insane, so that the others
could be released from restraint. Some time
ago the Minister for Railways, in his cap-
acity as member for Kanowna, and I waited
on the Chief Secretary to make representa-
tions about this matter, and he promised
that he would visit Norseman befon; Par.
liamnent assembled. There is absolutety no
excuse for a continuance of the existing
arrangements, because members of Cabinet
know the position. The Honorary Minister
visited Nomgseman within -the last eight
months. The M21inister for Mines was there
less than three -weeks ago, and, of course,
the Minister for Railways is fully aware
of the position. Thus, three Ministers at
least are futlly aware of the facts, and so,
on behalf also of the other members for the
South Province, Sir John Rirwtiu' and Mr.
Williams, I enter an emphatic protest
against the delay and neglect of the Govern-
mecnt to extend consideration to the school
children at Norseman and to those persons
who, from time to time, may have to suffer
in duranee -vile.

Next, I wish to place before the Minister
a request on behalf of the Phillips River
district. I ask him to consider the possi-
bility of assisting inca who are working
mining shows in that part of the South
Province, so that they can concentrate their
ores and send the concentrates periodically
by steamer from Esperance to the Eastern
States to he smelted. If that arrangement
can he entered into, there is an immedi-
ate future ahead of the Baveasthorpe gold-
fields because the gold content of the ore
will practically pay for its mining acid
concentration. I hope further assistance
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will be given to Mlessrs. Smith and Son,
who own the old Floater battery. Wheni
the Minister for Railways and I were at
Ravensthorpe less than two months ago,
they were operating under great difficulties
and the concentrating table was more or
less non est. As members know, it is i-
possible to concentrate unless concentrtaing
machinery is available. I hope, therefore,
that asezistance will be rendered with that
object in view. The Minister for Mines
promised to visit the Raven sthorpe dis-
trict, but something must have inter-
vened to prevent him from doing so.
Regarding the requirements for Norseman,
I ask for nothing hut a fair deal. No as-
sistance for mining has been sought. I re-
peat that the Raveasthorpe district is not
receiving the consideration it should have.
Taking into consideration the price of gold,
the isolation of the Phillips River district and
the fall in the prices of wheat and wool, I
say that if people are to be kept in those
districts there is only way of doing it, and
that is to -render assistance to enable
them to obtain satisfactory results from
their mining efforts. The material is
there, but the men working the shows are
not blessed with the wherewithal to do the
work- The machinery for proper concentra-
tion is not available at either battery oper-
ating there. The old Floater battery in use
treated only 14,000 tons, and then lay idle
for 20 years, but was well housed and is
one of the best batteries in the State' I
hope the Honorary -Minister will impress on
the M1inisters concerned the need for taking
immediate action.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.51]: The Honorary 'Minister in introduc-
ing the Bill statcd that it was just the usual
measure that bad been presented for years
past;, that it simply provided for £2,500,000
being granted pending the passing of the
Estimates, He said that it was expected
that £50,000 more would be taken from rev-
enue and £50,000 less from) loan Moneys than
was the case last year, and that the money
was to be used in employing as many men
as possible in useful work. For many years
I have urged the appointment of a public
works committee so that we would he able
to 'keep some cheek on our public expendli-
ture. All Governments have come along at
the opening of the session and asked in effect

for a blank cheque. On this occasion the
amount of £:2,500,000 is sought.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: And it has nearly all
been spent already.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The amount is the
same as that of last year, and as M1r. Bax-
ter has said it has nearly all been spent. As
-we are considered to be the custodians of
the public purse, we should have a more de-
tailed knowledge of how this money has
been expended. I do not think any private
firm would allow its manager to spend a
large sum of money in this manner, and
after it had been spent to come along and
say he wanted £2,500,000, which represented
the amount expended. I am not casting any
reflection upon the Government or upon the
system that has arisen, but I do think it is
Lime that we took some steps to secure bet-
ter control of the enormous expenditure of
public money, particularly when it is rea-
lised that such a large portion of the money
is loan expenditure. The position at the
present time is that the Cabinet decides how
the money shall he spent. I presume that
is the method that has been in existence for
some considerable time. Once, the money is
spent the House is asked to pass a Supply
Bill to provide for the amount. I should
like to know how the loan moneys are to be
expended in providing work for as many
men as possible. "We are aware that the
Government decided on the eve of the elec-
tions to make additions to the Perth Pub-
lic Hospital at an estimated coat of approxi-
mately half-a-million pound;, but this House
has had no plan submitted to it. We have
not the faintest idea of the way that money
is to be expended.

Hon. L~. B. Bolton: Neither has the Gov-
ernment.

Hon, A. THOMNSON: It is quite possible,
as my friend interjected, that the Govern-
ment has no idea either, but the fact re-
mnains that the Government has embarked
upon a project that is going to cost the
State £500,000, and the work is being done
under a method which I gravely doubt
would be adopted by Ministers if the ex-
penditure had to be met out of their pri-
vate resources.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Were not plans pre-
pared by someone outsideI

Hon. A, THOMSONX: Plans may have
been submitted to the Government, but
this House has no knowledge of them, and
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that is what I am protesting about. If we
had a public works committee there would
be an opportunity to cheek up ton these
matters. For many years I have urged the
appointment of such a committee. Were
a public works committee in existence and
a proposal to spend £500,000 in the erec-
tion of buildings in any part of the State
-I do not care where-was submitted,
such a committee would carefully scruti-
aise the plans and specifications and, if
necessary, it would be in a position to call
for an expert opinion to supply it with
any infornation required. But the posi-
tion is thnt the Government has embarked
upon this scheme, and we find that the
Country is committed to the expenditure of
a large sum of mnoney. I speak very feel-
ingly on this question. Mr. Cornell has
just pointed out that in a country district
where there is a population of over 5,000
people, the provision of decent school faci-
lities is still being awaited, and the gaol
accommodation is a disgrace to humauity.
Yet when the Government wants to do so
it can readily find money to expend in
other directions. Those of us residing in
country districts have to contribute an-
nually to the road boa-rd or municipality
in whose area we live, our share of the
capital cost of hospital buildings, but as
I have indicated previously-and the fact
has been proved by figrures supplied by the
Minister last session-a great percentage
of the people occupying beds in those hos-
pitals come from districts outside the
locality supposed to be served by those in-
stitutions. That applies also to the Perth
Hospital. I do uot say for one moment
that the Perth Hospital Should not be
built, hut I do say that if the Gov-
ernment when it embarked upon this en-
terprise had had plans and specifications
prepared and had called for tenders for
the carrying out of the project, it would
be in a position to state exactly what the
cost of the project was likely to be. As
things arc there is no guarantee that the
building will be erected for the amount the
department estimates. If a public works
committee were in existence it would be
possible to keep an adequate cheek upon
expenditure such as this.

I may be permitted to refer to the treat-
ment being meted out by the Government
to single unemployed men. I realise the
task that is before the Government in en-

deavouring to find work, particularly of a
reproductive or permanent character, for
those who are unfortunately unemployed.
The mnoney that has been expended on our
main roads we all admit has been very
wisely spent and we have had fairly good
value for it. That, after all, is money
provided from the petrol tax and by the
motorists who use the roads. But revert-
ing to the single unemployed men, I realise
the difficulties with which the Government
is, faced. The Government in its wiisdom
has decided that single men shall work
only two days a week. In my opinion
those men put up a reasonable request
when they asked the Government that they
should be placed in exactly the same posi-
tion as the married men. Why should the
Government condemn the single men to go
out into caimps and allow them to work
only two days in each week? True the Gov-
ernment has told those men, that if they
do not like to take that work they can go
elsewhere. But if those men do accept em-
ployment what arc they to do for the re-
maining four or five days of the week i

Eon, G. Fraser: They could get work
elsewhere after having done two days for
the Government,

Hen. A. THOMSON: I suggest to the
hon. member that if the single unemployed
men accept those conditions they cannot
get work while they are in the camps.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is not so.
Hon. J. Cornell: Where could they get

the extra work?
lieu. A. THOMSON: That is the point.

Out in the bush what chance would they
have of getting other than sustenance
work?

Hon. G, Fraser: Around the district in
which the camp might be situated.

Hon. A. THOMSON: If the hon. member
were in the position of some of these
unfortunate single men, probably ha would
feel a little more sympathetic towards them.
In trying to defend the action of the Gov-
ernment he is not displaying that sympathy
that might be expected of him.

Hon. 0. Fraser: I amn not defending the
Government; I am stating what has actually
happened.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am aware that the
bon. member is sympathetic towards the
unemployed just as I am, but I am justified
in criticising the methods adopted by the
Government, particularly when it is dealing
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with the expenditure of loan money in the
direction of providing work for as many
people as possible. The Government might
seriously consider giving more generous
treatment to the single unemployed men
bearing in mind the difficulties associated
with securing employment. The Govern-
ment must know, as I and other members
know, that there is no hope of the single
men finding work in or around the camps
that they are occupying during the two days
employment offered them by the department.

Hon. G. Fraser: You should investigate
the position.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have done So
and I am justified in expressing the views
to which I have given utterance. The
Honorary Minister recently returned from
a visit to the Eastern States where he
attended a conference having for its objec-
tive the provision of ways and means for
training young men who between the ages
of 18 and 24 have been denied the right to
learin a trade. From the published state-
menat in the Press I imagined that that con-
ference rather laboured the mountain to
bring forth a mouse since it dlid not produce
anything that wvill assist to improve the posi-
tion of the young men. It would he interest-
ing to hear from the Honorary Minister how
much money has been received from the
Commonwealth Government to provide
training for young men and how many have
had the opportunity to learn a trade and so
get away from what are termed dead-ends.
lIt would also be interesting to know how the
money that was advanced by the Common-
wealth Government has been spent, a, sum
which I regret to say was not supplemented
hy the State, and how many youths have
been given the opportunity to learn a trade.
We have also been told that so far no ar-
rangements have been made to assist the
wheatgrowers. There are over 8,000 wheat-
growers. in 'Western Australia and they want
to know what their position is. We are
asked in the Bill before us to provide a total
of £2,500,000 and all that the Government
can tell us is that so far -no arrangements
hare been made for affording anything in
the shape of relief to the wheatgrowers. I
admit that the Premier is sympathetically
disposed towards the farming community
and that the 'Minister for Lands has a
thorough grasp of the existing position. In
my opinion some of that £E2,500,000 should
be earmarked to give assistance and en-

couragement to those who are carrying on
the production of wheat in Western Aus-
tralia. When introducing the measure early
this afternoon, the 'Minister told us that the
railway revenue had gone back to the extent
of £E213,000, and that that was largely due
to the lack of the earning capacity of the
railways whose wheat freights had been con-
siderably reduced. Thus it is important in
the interests of both the Government and
the Railway Department that Fomcething
definite should be done for the wheat indus-
try. Last year the exportable value of
wheat-I have taken these figures frolu the
leading article in the "West Australian!'
was £3,225,000, while the year before the
figure was £4,834,000. This year, because
of the reduction in the price of wheat, there
is a drop of over £2,000,000, and, possessed
of all this knowledge, the Government tells
us that no arrangements have so far been
made to go to the assistance of the industry.
Surely the Government should have some
idea of what it is Proposed to do, and
could intimate that a certain amount of
money would be earmarked for the bene-
fit of the farmers and in that way give
them some hope. The Government de-
clares that it is finding as much work as
possible for those who are unfortunate
enough to he unemployed, but it is also
essential thmat those who are engaged in
fanning operations should be givenl some-
thing to hope for so that they might be able
to secure a return of some kind. It is
imperative that something be done im-
mediately and, as the Government has not
given any indication in that direction, I
intend to vote against the second reading
of the Bill as a protest agwains4t the
Governmentos inaction. Last year the
first Supply Bill was assented to on the 28th
August. That was for n amnount of
£C2,500,000. In 'November, a second Supply
Bill for £1,200,000 was passed, a total of
£3,700,000. Surely it ought to be possible
to allocate at least £250,000 so that assist-
ancee might he given to the wheat industry.

Hon. H. V. Piese: We want more than
that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: A good deal of the
£C2,500,000, the amount of the present Supply
Bill, is to come from Loan funds, and it
should not be difficult to earmark something
from that total. It is regrettable that the
Government has so far not done anything
to give hope to those engaged in farming
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operations. There has been no indication at
all of the Government's intention. If a
public works committee were brought into
being, members of this House and of another
place would be able to serutinise the Govern-
ment's expenditure programme. In my
opinion, expenditure has increased to an
alarming extent, and a committee such as I
have so often advocated would be of valuable
assistance to the Government. I admit that
the Government finds itself in a difficult
position by reason of its having to provide
so much work for the unemployed. At the
same time, we know that the Minister for
Industry is out to encourage the establish-
ment of seoudary industries in the Stite,
but every action of the Government is con-
trary to its own proposals in this direction.
The Government's desire seems to be to con-
trol everything and -do everything itself.
When the Minister replies, I trust he will
give some indication that tbe Government
is seriously considering the position of the
wheat industry. I suppose he will say that
the Government has the matter under serious
consideration, and that the Premier and the
Minister for Agriculture are in the Eastern
States to discuss the question at a conference
of all the States. I admit that this is so,
but so far, according to the statement made
in another place by the Acting Premier, no-
thing has been done. I shall oppose the
second reading of the Bill.

BON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [5.15]:
In my opinion, 'Mr. Thomson is entitled to
support in his frequent suggestions for the
appointment of a public works committee to
supervise the expenditure of these iues
amounts of money on public works. Just
to sit here quietly and whisper to oneself,
"I agree," is not enough. When a memh ;r
tackles an important subject as Mr. Thom-
son has consistently tackled this one over a
pe-riod of years, lie merits vocal support.
Therefore I rise to say that I agree with
the hon. member entirely in his advocacy of
the appointment of a committee to eoxereist.
supervision over public moneys expended
throughout the State. That is all we can do.
Throughout Western Australia the question
is continually being asked, "What super-
vision, if any, hare you as a Parliament over
the expenditure of public moneys?" I am
indeed glad that Mr. Cornell has heartened
some of us to speak on this Supply Bill at
so early a stage of the session. Had not

Mr. Cornell started the discussion, an amount
of £2,500,000 would have been ranted with
little if any debate, as on previous oc 'ca-
sions. Now times and conditions have changed],
people are apt to be critical. Money is
harder to get by the individual who is called
upon to pay taxation required to meet the
cost ot the conduct of affairs of State. The
people whom we here represent have a -right
to ask that we members -will be on our feet,
ever and ever more critical, irrespective of
whether the representatives of the Govern-
ment in this Chamber like it or not. It is
all right to ho a jolly good fellow. I have
no (loubt every member acts according to his
lights, but we have our duty to perform.
Sometimes that duty may be painful, but
we should keep on questioning Government
representatives in this House as to how, why
and where public money is expended. Mr.
Thomson has repeatedly dealt with the sub-
ject, and deserves the support of every mem-
ber for his comments on the treatment of
single men.

I am indeed pleased to find that at long
last the present Government, which the
country was told had been returned with a
mandate-though that is open to question if
the fig ures are dissected-has realised, though
only* because of pressure from Beaufort
street, that single men are deserving of sonic
consideration. The best the Government can
do for single men is to grant them two days'
work per week. I say without fear of effec-
tive contradiction that so far the Govern-
ment has failed to realise that it owes any
responsibility to single men, especially single
men in country districts.

Hon. G. Fraser: The two days' work per
week has been going on for years.

Honi. E. H. H. HALL: I would like to get
to the bottomn of that. I know members
representing eountry )Provinces will support
me in saying that in rural districts single
men are told by the police, who act as agents
for the State Employment Bureau, That
there i-s no relief work for single men.

Several Mlembers: Quite true!
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: One does not make

deliberate mis-statements here. I know the
representative of the West Province who
interjected is conscientious; but I ask, does
he wish to brand me as a liar when he says-

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am quite
sure the hon. member referred to did not
mnean that the hon. member would intention-
ally make a mis-statement.
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Ron. E. H. H. HALL-. I do not think so,
either, Sir; but I feel bound to protest 'when
there is a suggestion, by way of interjection,
that there has not been differential treat-
ment for single men in the metropolitan area
as against single men in country districts.
I amt greatly afraid that it is a fact. I hope
the Governmwent will recognise, even at this
late stage and when money is so tight, that
sotuething must be done for single men, even
if it is only pick and shovel work.

As to the other subject frequently referred
to by Mr. Thomson, I feel that the hon.
member is likewise entitled to support. That
subject is the young man referred to as the
"Lost Legion," on whose behalf the Honor-
ary Minister recently journeyed to the East-
ern States. Some people will contend that
it is a Commonwealth matter. I voted
against Federation, and many years later
became a member of this House and voted
against the Financial Agreement. We arc
continually being told that this is a matter
for the Federal Government and that the
other is a matter for the Federal Govern-
ment; and I wonder why the people of Wes-
tern Australia do0 not rise up and say, "A
plague on both your Houses; away with
them, and let the Federal Government take
over the whole business.", Did not M1r. Bax-
ter, who has had Ministerial experience and
for inany years has been a member of this
Chamber, say that the question before us
is one of either unification or repudiation?
Have we our eyes open, or do we refuse to
see whither the State is drifting? It is, in
my opinion, the duty of hon. mnembers to rise
on every occasion that presents itself and
do their bit towards g-uiding Ministers in
the direction they should g fo. Mfembers re-
presenting rural Provinces, who have ever
before their eyes the terrible spectacle of the
plight of the wheatgrowers, should not let
an opportunity like this pass without sup-
porting 'Mr. Thomson's remarks.

As the only member of Parliament re-
siding in Geraldton I have perhaps come
more closely in contact with these matters
than other members for the Province have.
The Premier for many years has, had to live
in the metropolitan district. 'Mr. Drew as
a Minister of the Crown had to reside here
also. 'Mr. 'Moore lives in the country. Mr.
Patrick lives in Perth. I live in Geraldton.
Therefore it is only natural that people in
trouble should "go to Hall." They do come
to me. I have done what was in my power

for men out of work. However, as 'Mr.
Thomson said to-day, if it is necessary that
the people should be taxed as they have been
to provide work for unemployed men, it is
equally essential that something should at
long last be done by the State Government
for the wheatg-rowers, 'whos e pmlight is ter-
rible. This is not a question of what is to
come, but of something that has happened
already. How on earth can mn be expected
to remain tranquil, quiet, reasonable and
sensible when their w~heat has been thrown
away for Is. 6d. per bushbel? I repeat, I
am speaking about something that has hap-
pened. One hesitates to parade personal
trouble, but I may add that I am speaking
of something that has happened to mue. Two
weeks later, the price had risen to Is. ld.
What is the present price! A facetious re-
mark was passed here yesterday about
so many bushels of wheat pay ing for
a cup of tea. This is not a joking
matter. Unless the representatives of
the farmers make themselves heard in
this House of Parliament, we shiall he
called to account. Somiething has hap-
pened in Western Australia dluring the past
few months that causes the blush of shame
to rise to our cheeks. Why was it made pos-
sible for such a thing to happen? I ask
that in all seriousness. The answer is, no-
thing more nor less than that people are in
such a desperate position as to be ready to
clutch at any straw that promises to bring
them some relief. It was not an occurrence
of normal times which brought about the
unfortunate episode I do not desire to parti-
entarise. It was not an episode of normial-
ity. It was an action of people who are
strained to the very breaking point.

Here we have a Bill asking for a grant of
£2,500,000, and still nothing has been done
or is to he doneC for mcii who are. ir, utter
despair. I acknowledge that the Premier,
with another M\inister, has gone East
to try to effect something. Still, we
have been trying for a long time.
We have been sympathetic for a long
time. This matter has been delayed alto-
gether too long. Is it not as true to-day as
when Henry George said it, that the land is
the source of all wealth ? If that is true,
why has net the truth been realised? Why
have we not done something, for those
people? Every one of us has been taxed to
provide work for the unemployed, and it is
just as necessary that we should be taxed for
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the purpose of keeping men on the land.
When farmers float off the land, what does
it means Every hon. member knows as well
as I do, but it has to be voiced. There is
meat to boy, milk to buy, vegetables, fire-
wood and other necessaries of life which,
when a man is on the land, he has a chance
of providing for himself. 'Men are coming
off their holdings. At M1arquis-street, I have
been told, "The man has left his farm, and
there is no relief work for him." That is
dastardly. Let me say immediately that the
threat has been responsible for keeping men
on their farms. It has got abroad that
the-re is no relief work for farmers. That,
1 repeat, has had the effect of keeping many
of them on the land. Others, however, have
become so desperate that they have left their
holdings; and somehow or other some of
them, after passing through a pretty lean
time, have managed to make an appeal to
the sympathies or the soul of somebody in
charge, and I see them working on the roads.
1 em not going to follow Mr. Thomson
in his expressed intention of voting against
the second reading, because I cannot
see that any good will result by do-
ing so. I cannot go so far as to vote
against the Bill. A~s 'Mr. Baxter said
yesterday, most of this money has been
spent, and we must honour our obli-
gations. I shall therefore vote for the
second reading 'of the Hill. I consider,
however, that in sayving what I have said,
I have done mny dutty. I am not feeling-
well, as 1 have had to travel 600 miles. I
do so every week whilst Parliament IS in
session. i cnuld keep on talking, but I
do not know that it would do much good.
I know only too well that none of us can
alter the state of affairs into which Respon-
sible Government in this State has drifted.
DUring last session I quoted the remarks
of a visitor fromi London whose name I
have forgotten. He pointed out that Par-
linanents, were losing their grip on matters
of flinance, even on matters of legislation.
I am riot familiar with the formis of Gov-
ermnent of countries on the other side of
the world; but, speaking personally, I
have ive children and I desire to preserve
for them the democratic government exist-
ing ina Western Australia. We have that
matter in our own hands and must show
some backbone and] spirit to the people
who are paying us to legislate for the
State. We are in danger of losing that

which we already have through our
wretched apathy. Only by showing the
people that we can stand up to any taunts
that might be hurled at us shall we be able
to retain our present political system. I
support the second reading.

THE HONORARY MfIISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray-West-in reply) [5.32]: It is not
customary to reply to the debate otn the
Supply Bill, as the various miatters. brought
ap are usually dealt with when the
Address-in-reply debate is continued. I
desire, however, to say a word or two in
reply to 'Mr, Cornell. Norseman has ad-
vanced rapidly and we have there some of
the most progressive people in the State.
At 'Norsenian we find both the mining com-
panies and the men working together for
the good of the township. The questions
raised by Mr. Cornell will be investigated,
and I hope a satisfactory -reply will be
given before the Address-in-reply debate
is concluded.

Ron. J. Cornell : It is a pity that what
is being done at Norseman is not being
done in the West Province,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
'fhomnson is consistent in his advocacy of a
public works committee. I disagree en-
tirely with his remarks about the Perth
Public Hospital. I know complete inquiries
were made in that regard. Our Principal
Architect investigated iMany modern hos-
pitalt buildings, and his opinion has been
confirmed by experts in the Eastern States.
I amn convinced that the iniquiries and in-
vestigations which were made before the
hospital was commenced were of a search-
ing character. 'My experience has taught

mne that men in charge of the public purse
make special inquiries before expending
money on hospitals, schools and other pub-
lic buildings.

Hon. L. B3. Bolton: Is the medical pro.
fession satisfied with the proposed hospital
building:?

The HIONORARY MI1NISTER: I think
so. The trouble is whether the Govern-
ment. can afford the heavy expense of con-
structing a hospital equal to some of the
very modern hospitals in the Eastern
States. That, hob'ever, wvill probably be
done. -

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The best is not too
good for Western Australia.

5L
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The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
my opinion, too. I disagree also with 3Mr.
Thomson's ideas regarding departmental
construction of buildings. As a matter of
fact, while in Melbourne recently I bad the
opportunity and pleasure of inspecting a
modern bakery built on two acres of
ground. I believe it to be the most modern
bakery in the world, and it 'was built en-
tirely by day labour.

Hon. A. Thomson: That does not get
away from the principle. There must be
some check.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I take
exception to the remarks made by Mr.
Thomson and Mir. E. H. H. Hall regarding
the treatment meted out to single unem-
ployed men. As the Minister in control of
the Employment Department, I say that the
plight of single uaemployed men should not
be mnade a political football.

Member: Hear, hear!
The HONORARY M1INISTER: Every-

thing possible should be done for both single
and married unemployed men.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is what I say.
The HONORARY M1INISTER: Mr.

Thomson contends that single unemployed
men should he given the opportunity to work
for stated periods. That course has been
tried and proved to he a bad failure. All
the men in camps are not young single men;
there are also single nmiddle-aged and elderly
men. The system which Mr. Thomson ad-
vocates has been tried by the present and
previous Governments. It was tried by the
'National Government, of which the late M1r.
Scaddan was a member, and it then proved
to he a failure. The mna who were allowed
to work for four or five weeks and were then
stood down, very quickly got into trouble.
In special cases young men have been
allowed to work for a stated period in order
to give them a chance to break away from
the camp and obtain employment elsewbere.
As a general principle, however, the system
was a failure, and the Government does not
intend to alter the existing system. Bad as
are the facilities in Western Australia for
young men, the position in the Eastern
States is far more serious. If the proposals
suggested by experts and endorsed by the
Commonwealth Government are adopted, a
decided step forward in solving the great
unemployment problem will he 'made
throughout the Commonwealth so far as our
young unemployed are concerned. The last

question I have to deal with is the criticism
levelled at the Government's treatment of
the wheat farmers. The present Govern-
inent has always been considerate in its
treatment of the farmer, and has expended
huge sums in his behalf. Surely we can now
wait until the conference sitting in the East-
ern States has concluded its deliberations.
Every rman, woman and child in the State is
assisting the fanner by consuming bread, I
think the Government has done remarkably
good work in assisting the wheat-growing
industry. Everyone admits the present
serious plight of the fanner, and hopes that
proposals will be brought forward enabling
him to retain his holding and get a decent
return for his labour. Mr. E. H. H. Hall
mentioned that relief work had been refused
to farmers who had abandoned their farms.
If the Government provided relief for
everybody, then the present scheme -would
be far more attractive to the farmer than is
the growing of wheat. There are two sides
to the question, and the Government has to
he careful how far it goes with its policy.
Mr, Hall has heen in communication with
me, and I can say that no acute case of dis-
tress caused by unemployment has been
turned down by the department, to my
knowledge.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: I say this, the con-
trol is different since you have been in
charge of the department.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I thank
the hon. member for the compliment. The
Governmwent recognises the position. Re-
garding the question of extending the period
of work for single men in the country, if we
made the work too attractive, farmers would
be unable to get any labour at all.

Hon. G. Fraser: I remember a party
having raised that question a couple of
years ago.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is so.
The HONORARY 'MINISTER: The ques-

tion is a very difficult one to deal with. I
feel sure members will vote for the -second
reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.
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ADDRESS-IIN-RBPLY.

Third Dlay.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [5.451 : I
feel that I am in a rather unenviable posi-
tion. It was my intention to make my con-
tribution to this debate next week or the
week after, but knowing last night that
some of my friends who are absent desired
to contribute to the debate, I moved the
adjournment and so mn a wayq was landed
with the responsibility of carrin on the
disetijon to-day. 'My orig-inal intention
was to devote a considerable amount of time
to the wheat position and the question of the
marginal wheat areas. Unfortunatcly, in
the short space of time at my disposal, I
have not been able to obtain the desired
data. However, another opportunity may
occur at a later stage of the session.

Touching on the wheat position, I wish to
recall that last session I was the first
to suggest to this House the adoption of the
wheat scheme, which was not my own but
was one of which I bad heard in the Eas-
tern States. It was really a scheme to pro-
vide a home consumption price for wheat.
A mongst the many schemes then propounded,
this is the one that was adopted. At the
time that the home consumption price meca-
sure was enacted by all the Governments of
Australia, the price of wheat was 2s. lid.
or 3s. a bushel export parity. The flour tax
was designed to give the wheat farmers an-
other 6d. a bushel. I wish to commend this
House and the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia and the other Parliaments for hav-
ing come to the assistance of the wlatgrow-

er hnwetwas even bringing 3s. a

bushel. If members considered it necessary
to pass that legislation so expeditiously at
a time when wheat was 3s. a bushel, I ask
them to consider what must be the position
of the wheatgrowers to-day when the price
is down to is. 31/2d. a bushel.

Hon. J. Cornell: Nine months ago Mr.
Bath said that would be the price.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: But the fact of Mr.
Bath's prophecy coming true does not ease
the position for the wheatg-rowers. A month
ago Mr. Teasdale made a statement to me
that beams out -Mr. Cornell's remark. He
said he could not understand why the price
of wheat was thea 2s. 6d., because at the
time it should have been down to about is.

3d. "In fact," he added, "it is not a matter
of price; it is a matter of whether buyers
want to take the wheat or not."

I wish to point out how vitally dependent
is the State of Western Australia on the
wheat industry. New South Wales, with its
variety of exportable products, is dependent
on the wheat industry to the extent of only
5 per cent., whereas in Western Australia
35 per cent of the exportable primary pro-
ducts conmes from the wheat industry. I make
that comparison in order to bring home to
members the vast difference betwveen the two
States-5 per cent. in 'New South Wales and
35 per cent. in Western Australia. The
farmers were supposed to receive 6d. a
bushel from the proceeds of the flour tax,
but even some of that money was filched
from them; a sum. of so many hundred thou-
sand pounds was taken for drought relief.
I contend that that money should not have
been taken from the flour tax fund.

The Primary Producers' Association of
Western Australia and similar organisations
in the Eastern States had been fighting for
a home consumption price for many years
in order to compensate for the disabilities
the wheat industry suffered under the tariff.
I am] sorry that the State Government did
not, utilise some of the loan funds to asszist
the droughbt-stricken farmers, hut took the
money out of the home consumption fund,
which was provided for an entirely different
purpose. I cannot agree with some of my
colleagues who hold that the State Govern-
ment should bear a share of the cost of
wheat stabilisation. In my opinion, this is
a Federal matter, and I consider that all
the money required for the purpose of wheat
stabilisat ion should he provided by the Com-
monwealth Government. I do not say that
the State Government should not utilise
some of its money for the alleviation of the
wheat industry, but as regards actual wheat
stabilisation, I am firmly of the opinion that
the Federal Government should not shelter
behind the State Governments, bitt should
provide all the money.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Do you think that
any of your colleagues differ from you on
that point?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I have heard it said
that this is a matter for both Federal and
State Governments. The State Government
has a very big task on hand. There are
many directions in which it can expend its
money, such as by removing the surcharge
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imposed on bulk wheat or by relieving the
farmer of the payment of interest charges.
The State Government could also make
provision for transferring some of our
farmers to other avenues of primary pro-
duction. For farmers located in the marginal
areas, provision should be made to enable
them to engage in sheep raising and pig
raising. There is ample scope for tilising
the £250,000 mentioned by Mr. Thomson
in order to assist the wheat indnstry, -with-
out devoting any of the money to the fund
for wheat stabilisation.

If do not agree with Mr. Thomson's state-
mlent that the State Government is not doing
anythirng. We are all aware that the Pre-
mier and the Minister for Lands have gone
to Melbourne to attend a wheat conference,
and it does not hehove us to condemn the
Government when that conference is about
to begin. To indulge in such condemnation
at thisi stage would not be fair. I have no
desire to embarrass the Government by sug-
gesting what amount should be paid to the
farmers. During the recent election cam-
paign irresponsible persons and some mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament, I regret to
say, went about the country cheating the
farmers into believing that they would re-
ceive 4s. a bushel at their sidings. I should
like to see every farmer getting 4s. a bushel
at his siding, but I am honestly of opinion
that to provide such a price is impossible.
Many of the farmers, however, believed that
it was possible, and the statement certainly
bad a big effect on the voting in one or
more ef the electorates. I regret that mem-
bers of the Commonwealth Senate went
out of their way to embarrass the Govern-
muirt by saying what they would do if they
got into power-give the farmers 4s. a
bushel for their wheat.

All sorts of prices have been suggested
to ensure a reasonable return to the f armers.
My considered opinion is that the farmers
should receive not a penny less than 3s. 4d.
a bushel at sidings if it is ait all ossiblc
to pay that price. Every effort should be
made to pay it. If the international agree-
ment falls to the round the farmers should
receive at least 3s. 4td. a bushel at country
sidings. From the international agreement
we have great hopes that something useful
-will eventuate. At the same time we have
to face up to many things upon which -we
are not keen, such as quotas. If the four
great wheat-exporting countries of the
world determine that only so mnch wheat

should -be produced, Australia will be
obliged to face up to a quota of 85,000,000
or 90,000,000 bushels. Once such a quota is
imposed upon Australia, the fun will begin.
Every State naturally will strive to get more
than its share of the quota and when the
States have overcome that difficulty, the
fun will start amongst the farmers to de-
termine how much wheat each is to grow.
Of course one farmer will want to row
more than another. Hence many difficulties
are likely to arise under an international
agreement, and I confess I feel rather pessi-
mistic. The difficulty confronting us at
the moment relates not so much to the
future as to what is to be done with the
coming crop. I hope to have an opportun-
ity to deal more fully with the question
when the legislation is brought before us
later in the session. Unquestionably the
Parliaments of Australia will be asked to
pass legislation such as has never before
been oen contemplated, but I have faith
that this Parliament -will pass the measure
as expeditiously as it dealt with the Bill
tast session to provide a home consumption
price for wheat.

The position of the woolgrowers is al-
most as unsatisfactory as that of the
wheatgrowers. The wool industry has suf-
fered from drought and, for a number of
years, from the effect of low prices. Only
with diffidence have the pastora lists of
Australia at long last asked for Government
assistance. I believe this is the first time
iii the history of the industry that the
growers have had to ask for a bounty. I
am not one of those who think that the
provision of bounties will overcome the
difficulty. I believe that a 'better price for
wool could he obtained from the market if
reasonable marketing legislation were
enacted. At present the price of wool is
down to 9d. or 10d. a lb., and surely it
would not be too much to request 0Govern-
ments, Federal and State, to pass legisla-
tion prohibiting the export of wool at less
than a certain price.

Apart from the difficulties attending the
wheat and wool industries, one of the big-
gest problems confronting the State is that
of the marginal wheat areas, particularly
the north-eastern section of the wheatbelt.
This, of course, is purely and simply a
domestic matter. Schemes were evolved as
f ar back as three years ago, when we were
told of proposals for grouping certain hold-
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lags and enabling the settlers to engage in
stock-raising. However, very little has been
done. I hope that the new Minister f or
Lands and Agriculture will face the posi-
tion more seriously than it has been faced
in the past. There is no reason at all why
a general exodus of the settlers from those
areas should be countenanced. There is no
reason why they should leave that part of
the State. There is every reason why they
should be enabled to remiain, which could be
brought about by grouping thd holdings
and assisting the farmers to grow fodder
crops and engage in the raising of sheep
and pigs, 'Many of those areas should not
have been settled, but as farmers have been
placed upon that land, as railways have
been built, towns established and essential
services provided here, there and every-
where, in view of all this development, some
effort should be made by the Government
to, keep those farmers on their holdings.
What is the alternative if those men leave
their blocks? They will drift to the city
and, as a member stated earlier this after-
noon, will he found at M3arquis-street look-
ing for jobs. Rather than have them drift
into the city, it would be better to keep
those farmers on their blocks and pay them
sustenance, even if they did not produce any
wheat,

I wish now to allude to the rush of busi-
ness that occurred at the end of last session.
It seems to have become the usual thing to
finish each session with a sitting extending
over 24 hours. For seome unknown reason
we were asked to 4deal with a score of Bills
during the late hours of the night or thas
early hours of the morning of the last sitting

Hon. G. Fraser: We contribute to that by
the slow manner in -which we start the ses-
sion.

Hon. G. B. WOOD:- Three weeks before
the close of last session I learnt, in conver-
sation with -you, M1r. President, and with
other members, that we were in a very good
position to get the business cleared up with-
out any undue rush. I happened to be in-
terested in a Bill which I commend this
House for having passed almost intact. The
measure was sent to another place, and re-
mained there until the last day of the ses-
sion. Then it was amended to such an ex-
tent that I scarcely recognised it, and when
the Bill was returned to us, I was not game
to contest those amendments at 3 O'clock

in the morniing lest the whole measure should
be lost. That is not the proper way in
which to do business. 'Mr. Cornell had on
the Notice Paper a Bill that did not come
forward at all.

Hon. J. Cornell: I had three Bills that
were shot out.

Hon. CT. B. WOOD: The lpeople who -were
dependent upon an adequate marketing Bill
have thus lost a whole year.

Hon. J. Cornell: One of my Bills was for
many weeks on the Notice Paper.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: For fear I should
lose the whole measure I did not contest the
amiendmnents. I deemed it better that the
Bill should find its way upon the statute-
book, as I intended to bring down amend-
mnents this year covering the points at issue.
I am not blanming the 'Minister in charge
of this House, for all the Ministers coilec-
tivelr aire to blame for business being eon-
ductedi in this wray. I hope some effort will
he mnarde to rectify the position.

We have heard something about educa-
tional facilities to-night. The Speech itself
contained a wild boast about certain new
schools that had been built. For instance,
there is a new High School at Geraildton,
and before the elections the member for
Canning (Mr-. Cross) -was given to under-
stand that a new school, to cost £15,000,
would be erected in his electorate. Exten-
sive iniprovements bare been made to the
Perth Technical College, and at Fremantle
more training in industrial occupations is
to be given. Mfetal working has been estab-
lished at Collie, a new school of mines has
been erected at Wiluna, and improvements
have been made to the School of Mines in
Kalgoorlie. Despite these things, we still
have the same old battle to secure a few inm-
provements to our country schools.

The ether day I was in a town, at the
school in which a new room had been
erected. The people desired that two new
rooms should be provided. They were pre-
pared to do without other improvements if
they could get the extra accommodation, but
were met with a statement that no money
was available. The cost involved was only
£200. I refer to Narembeen. It is not right
that country children should be deprived of
primary education facilities when money can

be spent in other directions. Thousands of
pounds have been spent on secondary educa-
tion, a high school here and another there,

55
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whilst the country children are permitted to
suffer.

The other day I was at a school to which
a little girl had to travel 15 miles daily in a
cart. She began her journey at 7.30 a.m.,
which in the winter time cannot be very
pleasant for her, and did not get home until
about 5 p.m. I do not blame the department
for that. The case is an isolated one, and
probably one of the worst of its kind in the
country districts. It is a terrible thing that
children should have to travel such long dis-
tances to school. I could mention many
other instances almost as bad as that one. I
visited another school where the residents
were dissatisfied because their children were
being educated with the offspring of natives.
That is not a desirable state of affairs. White
children should not have to mix at the desks
and in the schools with natives. It is all
very wvelt to say that the natives are clean.
I know of many families of aborigines, the
parents and children of whom, together with
some relations, all camp in the same small
hut. Even if the native children are dlean,
they are morally different from what we
would desire our own children to be. This
sort of thing is happening all over the coun-
try. The Director of Education tola me
that if the native children were clean they
could not be kept away from school. It ap-
pears to me that the department in charge
of native administration is sponging on the
Education Department.

I do not say the native children should
not be educated. It is quite right they should
receive some training of this kind. When
I was in the North-West T was opposed to
natives being educated, but the position there
is very different from what it is in this
part of the State. In the agricultural dis-
tricts we find native children, half-castes,
who are nearly white. The time has come
when the Government should handle this
matter in a serious way, and do something
for the education of those children without
their being obliged to go to the same schools
that are attended by white children. At the
Brookton hospital the other day I was told
that natives were put into the same ward
as were white people, because of the absence
of an isolation ward. It is a sorry state of
affairs that ahorigipnals should be treated in
the same way as whites expect to be treated:,
they are not the same as -we are.

The Honcrar 'v 'Minister: They are kept in
a separate ward in the Fremantle hospital.

Ron, G. B. WOOD: More accommodation
may he available there. I have no objection
to natives being treated in the same hospital
as are whites, hut they should he separated
from them. Hundreds of natives are living
near Brookton and Pingelly, and the local
hospitals probably receive many more cases
than are dealt with at Fremantle. I hope
an isolation ward wilt be erected at Brook.
ton; no doubt Mr. Please will take the matter
up himself.

The 'Merredin school must again be re-
ferred to. The playground of that institu-
tion, during the wet weather, is nothing
better than a lake.

Hon. V. Hamerslcy: It is a duck pond.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: In some places it is

deeper than a duck pond would be. I trust
the Minister will have this matter looked
into. A great deal has been said about
secondary industries. The Minister in
charge of that department recently visited
the Eastern States with a view to fuflherin.-.
the interests of scondary industries in West-
ern Australia. I hope he will not set out
to bring industries here that are similar to
those we already have.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Unfortunately I do
not think he was successful in bringing
many industries back with him.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: He is very enthusi-
astic about the project.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Oh, yes!
Hon. 0. B. WOOD: I hope he will endea-

vour to see there is no overlapping.
Hon. J. M1. Macfarlane: He did not meet

with much enthusiasm in the other States.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am of opinion that

most manufacturers in the other States would
rather make radiators and batteries over
there and export them to Western Australia
than embark upon the foundation of
smaller factories here. In the endea-
vour to establish more secondary acti-
vities in Western Australia, I trust
that the Minister and his colleagues
will not overlook the claims of our prim-
ary industries. It is of no use to set up
secondary industries with a view to build-
ing up the city and suburbs if no primary
producers are available to buy the goods
produced. I -warn the Governmuent it can
go too far in this direction to the detri-
meat of our primary industries.

Thu! other day 'Mr. Fraser shed crocodile
tears concerning the condition in which
market gardeners found themselves. H~e
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declared that if there was one section of
the community deserving of encourage-
ment, it was that particular section. He
said that the men, their wives and families
were growing the best vegetables found in
the State. I agree with that remark. In
another place the member for Mt. Magnet
(Mr. Triat) informed members that vege-
tables were being imported by the gold-
fields from tile Eastern States. That indi-
cates an amazing lack of co-operation. The
eastern goldields are represented almost
entirely by Labour members. What have
they done to rectify such an anomalous
position? 1Mr. Fraser almost sobbed when
he related the circumstances in which his
electors found themselves. What has the
Governnent, of which he is a follower,
done to rectify the position!

Hon. G1. Fraser: I am asking the Govern-
nment to rectify it by introducing market-
ing legislation.

Hon. J. 31. Macfarlane: We put through
the Bill for the marketing of onions.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: That has no connec-
tion with Mr. Fraser's remarks.

Hon. J. Cornell: It produced the tears.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: These market gar-

deners are producing some of the best
vegetables we see. There is no reason why
the people of the goldfields should import
their requirements from Adelaide.

Ron. J. M.%. Macfarlane: They also im-
port eggs.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes, but not to the
sane extent as was the case. I suggest to
Mr. Fraser he should endeavour to find out
why the people of the goldfields are im-
porting vegetables. Are freights cheaper
from Adelaide than they are from Perth,
or are the facilities afforded by our rail-
ways not .God enough? There must be
some reason for what is going on. Over-
production is evident in this State, and I
am appalled to think that the residents of
the golfelds should be looking to Ade-
laide for their requirements, as evidently
they are. I suggest they should be told to
look to Adelaide for their water supply,
if they are not prepared to show a little
more loyalty to Western Australia and the
people we are endeavouring to keep on the
land. I know that Air. Fraser is very
conscientious in his attitude towards these
particular electors.

Something has been said about the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act that was passed

last session, and how pleased everyone is
with it. That is not the story I have heard,
particularly in its relation to hawking.
Whether I had anything to do with it or
other members had, it appears that we
have now given the hawkers an "open go"
by this particular measure. Fully 95 per
cent, of the hawkers can do as much hawk-
ing in the country as they like without
having to take out a license. I hope
amendments will be brought down this
session to rectify that situation.

Another mistake has been made with re-
gard to superannuation. I have been in-
formed that the matrons of hospitals and
persons who are paid under the Hospitals
Act do not come under the superannuation
scheme. It appears that pensions are paid
by the Government only to employees
whose salaries come out of money appro-
priated by Parliament. I trust that some-
thing wvill be done for the other people to
whom I have referred.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p..

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I have now something
to say about the so-called mandate that we
have been told the people gave to the Gov-
erment in respect of the introduction of
legislation. I have here a copy of the Pre-
mier's policy speech delivered at Geraldton.
A perusal of the report shows that at least
30 matters were referred to. Surely it can-
not be contended that the people gave
the Government a mandate to give effect to
all that the Premier mentioned in the course
of his remarks! Had he stressed any mat-
ters in particular and made a feature of
them during the election, then I would have
said that the Government had received a
mandate in respect of those particular ques-
tions. In moving the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-reply, Mr. Fraser said he hoped, in
view of the liberal endorsement the Labour
Government had experienced, this House
would at least behave itself and pass more
of 'the Government's legislative proposals
than previously. On the other hand, if 350
people had voted differently, the whole re-
sult of the election would have been reversed.
I refer to the voters in the Pilbara, Canning
and Perth electorates. In those three con-
stituencies, an aggregate of 350 votes would
have resulted in the issue being quite dif-
ferent. In those circumstances, I do not
see where the liberal endorsement comes in
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that Mr. Fraser referred to as calculated to
induce us to agree to what we would not
sanction previously. We heard a lot about
this House being democratic a few years
ago, but crawling back into its burrow, of
conservatism last year. I have not had much
time for the preparation of my speech, but
to-day I went through "Hansard" and dis-
covered that Parliament, which includes this
Chamber, passed 50 Acts last session, in-
cluding 12 measures that I consider inus-
trial, whereas we rejected four in that cate-
gory. That is not a bad record.

Hon. G. Fraser: flow did we pass them?
As they were introduced?

Hon. W. J. Mann: We improved them.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: I have eliminated

those that I do not regard as industrial,
which totalled 36 measures. The 12 indus-
trial Bills that we passed were the Inspec-
tion of Scaffolding Act Amendment Bill, the
Bread Act Amendment Bill, the Companies
Act Amendment Bill, the Financial Emer-
gency Act Amendment Bill, the Friendly
Societies Act Amendment Bill, the Local
Courts Act Amendment Bill, the M1ines
Regulation Act Amendment Bill, the Pen-
sioners (Rates Exemption) Act Amendment
Bill, the State Government Insurance Offie
Bill, the Superannuation and Family Bene-
fits Bill, the Workers' Compensation Act
Amendment Bill, and the Workers' Homies
Act Amendment Bill. The last-mentioned
measure provided the Workers' Homes
Board with power to borrow money. Surely
to goodness that list of legislative enact-
ments; represented an advance in Labour
legislation not previously endorsed by Par-
lininent. I do not stress that point to ab-
solve this House from any charge that has
been made against it, but I think it may
he advanced with justification in refuting
any such allegation. Certainly the Council
did not pass the Fair Rents Bill, but the
Government could not have been very seri-
ous about that measure, because it was not
mentioned by the Premier in his policy
speech. Apparently he forgot all about it,
and I do not think the Government wishied
that measure to he passed.

Hon. G. Fraser: You were not game to
try the Government on that point.

Hon. W. J. Mann:- But the Premier did
not mention it.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: As a matter of fact,
the only four industrial Bills that the Coun-
cil did not agree to were the Fair Rents Bill,

the Arbitration Act Amendment Bill, the
Profiteering Prevention Bill, and the Quali-
fication of Electors (Legislative Council)
Bill. I do not think the Labour Government
has much to growl about coacerning the at-
titude of this House respecting its legisla-
tion. Measures were placed on the statute-
book that were not agreed to before, and
that applies particularly to thle State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office Bill and the Work-
ers' Homes Act Amendment Bill.

Hon. W. J. Mann: They were pas,-ed in
an improved form.

Hon. G. 13. WOOD: Dealing now with
the railways, we were told -when the State
Transport Co-ordination Act was under con-
sideration that it had been introduced be-
CAUSe the railwayVs were not paying. It -was
suggested that once the proposed restrictions
were imposed upon mnotor transport, the
position would become satisfactory and that
the railways would pay in future. I assert
that the railways -will never pay because the
more revenue the railways earn, the more
do hours go down and the mare do wagecs
rise. That has been the experience
right through the piece. I hope ex-
perience will teach thle Government a
lesson and that Mini-sters will not endeav-
our to import amiy more drastic provisions
into the State Transport Co-ordination Act,
which has proved so detrimnmtat to many
primary produver. I was speaking re-
cently to a man engaged upon honey pro-
duction, and he told me that whenever lie
desires to transport refined honey-it is
really strained honey, not refined honey-
hie has to secure a licenlse and a permit every
time he comes to Perth. Such a procedure
harasses primary producers altogether too
much. They aire permitted to carry their
bees and crude honey from place to place,
but when they desire to transport strained
honey, they have to engage a licensed car-
rier and go to Perth in empty trucks, which
is not right.

Ron. W. J. Mann: It is absurd.
Hon. 0. B. 'WOOD: It is about time this

hampering treatment was ended. I have
mentioned the matter before, and I dlo so
again. Such a state of afiairs is a, rank in-
justice to producers. Certainly we wer
able to secure a few amendments to the
Schedule last year, and that has assisted in
sonic measure. Farmers are permitted to,
cart their oats, but the Government would
not permit barley to be transported. I can-
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.not see where the difference conies in. I
hope the Goverrnent will give the primary
producers a fair deal. They are not making
so much money that they should not be
granted a few privileges.

Much has been said about the establish-
went of a Jewish community settlement in
the K%-imberley district, In Western Aus-
tralia we had experience with regard to
group settlements in the past, which scheme
has cost this State many millions of pounds.
I do not say that eventually great benefit
will not accrue to Western Australia as a
result.

Hon. W. J. Mlann: Already great benefit
has accrued.

Hon. G-. B. WOOD: I am beginning to
admit that fact, despite the huge expendi-
-ture. I trust that no mistakes will be made
regarding the establishment of a Jewish
settlement in the Kimberley district. I
would not like the State to he involved in
the expenditure of millions of pounds, if
these proposed migrants could bring eapi-
tat with them. I hope the most searching-
in(Iuiry will he wade by experts into the
proposed scheme. I do not wish it to be
understood that I am throwving cold wvater
-on the scheme; my desire is that every in-
,quiry Ehould. be made to ascertain whether
or not it will prove to be successful.
Whether the migrants bring their own capi-
tal with them or not, if the scheme is un-
successful the failure will react on, the
State. If it proves successful, then tens of
thousands of Jews may migrate here and
make use of land which hitherto has been
lying idle. I again urge that everything
possible should be done to convince these
people that they can make a success of
settling the Kiinberleys.

Hon. E. IT. Angelo: Whose opinions. do
you suggest getting?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The lion. mem-
ber ought to know better than L. I
have an open mind on the subject. Experts
are available who can give a considered
opinion on the proposal. There may be
people in Palestine who have had experience
-of a similar class of land and who can
judge of the capabilities of proposed
migrants. There must be experts in the
'Kimberley district who know something
shout the possibilities of it.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Have you read any
of their opinions?

Ron. G, B. WOOL): I have. I am not
run ning the scheme down, but I do not
want the State to be faced with mistakes
similar to those made in the paAt.

.Hon. J. Nicholson: I quite agree with
you.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Among the Jews
possessed of capital and ready to migrate
to any haven of refuge, there may be some
undesirable people who would never makc
a success here. The matter of experts T
leave to the Government; that is not in *
job. The experts could have the assistance
of the North-West members. There is no-
thing more I wish to say at present. I was
rather caught napping on this debate, but
I shall take an opportunity later to deal
more extensively with some of the very im-
portent matters that have been raised. I
conclude my remarks by supportiiig the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. WV. J. Mavnn, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray-West) [7.431- I move--

Thnt the House ait its risitig :idjouna ii i'
Tuecsday. the l-5tl August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 7.439 p.m.
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